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and to take refuge with the Three Divinities of the Taoist
Faith. Then five sets of offerings were made.

"Now/' said his Holiness, "she has found the three
refuges. We will pronounce the nine commandments." The
nine commandments were read. The priests played their
instruments and recited many charms. Then they implored a
blessing upon the soul of the dead woman and all other souls.
His Holiness came down from the dais. The others, still
playing their music, followed him and went out of the gate
to burn paper money, treasure chests and other things. This
was the end. The priests returned and took off their vestments.
People from the temple rolled up the pictures.

In the great hall, Hsi-men Ch'ing had ordered many tables
to be prepared. The lights shone very brightly. The three
young actors sang, and all the relatives and friends sat there.
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing offered his Holiness a cup of wine, with two
rolls of silk and ten taels of silver. Upon his knees, he said:
"Now that my dead wife has had the benefit of your blessing,
she will be able to enter paradise. I am most grateful to you,
and this offering is a token of my gratitude.13

"I am ashamed/' said his Holiness, "that my priest's robe
should cover one so unworthy to profess Holy Religion. Not
any virtue of mine but your own sincerity will send your wife
to paradise. I feel that I ought not to accept your gift."

"It is but a trifle," Hsi-men Ch'ing said, "and really utterly
unworthy of you. I can only pray that you will smile and
accept it."

His Holiness then bade his novices remove the gifts.
Hsi-men Ch'ing offered a cup of wine to Abbot Wu, with
a roll of silk and five taels of silver. Ten taels more were for
the expenses of the ceremony.

"I will accept the fee and no more," said the Abbot. "You
have always been extremely generous to me and I could do
no less than perform this ceremony for your lady. Indeed I
ought not even to take the fee, so how dare I accept the rest?"
"Teacher," Hsi-mSn said, "though his Holiness performed
the actual ceremony, you had all the trouble of the prepara-
tions. I must insist."

The Abbot was obliged to accept. He thanked Hsi-m6n
Ch'ing. Then tlsi-men offered wine to all the other priests^
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